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Today, Merra Lee Moffitt, AIF ®, AWMA®,
CMFC®, CFP® is an Accredited Wealth
Management Advisor and CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Professional.
Since 2002, Merra Lee has professionally
dedicated herself to financial planning
for families and business owners. She helps
her clients build a comprehensive financial
plan, while balancing short-term and
long-term goals. She is a Senior Partner
and Wealth Strategist with Good Life
Financial Group, located at 30 Commerce
Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610. As an
independent advisor, Merra Lee, along with
her team, are committed to guiding clients
through the wealth building and retirement
planning process.

Merra Lee Moffitt Recognized
for Her Ongoing Support of
Small Business Owners

erra Lee Moffitt is not your average financial planner. Raised
on a farm in Berks County, Merra Lee milked cows, fed

calves, and stacked hay from the age of nine. As a product of

the character-building benefits of hard work, Merra Lee grew up sharing in

the challenges of operating a successful small family business. A bright
student, Merra Lee cultivated an interest in personal investing right out of

high school, and she went on to graduate Magna Cum Laude from Millersville

Merra Lee was honored last fall by the
Northeast Berks Chamber of Commerce as
their 2015 Entrepreneur of the Year. Merra Lee’s

Merra Lee was recognized in part for
producing her popular business-to-business
podcast, “Passion to Thrive.” “Passion to
Thrive” showcases business professionals,
including marketing professionals, accountants, realtors, franchise operators and many
others, who share their experiences to help
educate and inspire other small business
owners. The weekly podcast has become a
favorite of many business owners, and a great
resource for networking and educating. More
than 30 of Merra Lee Moffitt’s interview podcasts are currently available for listening at
www.Welcome2theGoodLife.com/merralee.

PHOTOS BY STYLISH IMAGES PHOTOGRAPHY

University with a dual degree in Computer Science and Psychology.

ongoing support for small business owners
made her stand out from other nominees,
according to the judges, who presented the
prestigious award at their Second Annual
Shining Star Award Dinner.
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”We discuss a variety of general business
issues,” Merra Lee explains, “like seasonality, how do you remain productive in your
down time? Or, business financial planning
at the end of the year, and how to get ready
for next year’s growth,” she said. “We
do this to give small business owners
more exposure, and as a way to share their
experiences with other small business
owners,” she said, adding that interview
subjects can include a link to their podcast
in their social media posts and web pages.

“We’ve had some very interesting
guests doing some fun things in business,”
Merra Lee said. “For example, we just
recorded a segment with Zachary Kern
from The Delivery Dudes, a young
24-year-old entrepreneur. We talked about
growing his business and the franchise
experience. We talk about franchising
because it solves a lot of the systems issues
of starting a business, so you can focus
on sales.”

Merra Lee also mentioned Bill and
Tracy Smith, owners of Ridgewood
Winery, as an example of interesting
guests who share their experience overcoming business challenges. “They had to
change their business name right at the
launch, because they found it was too
similar to some other names,” Merra Lee
said. “That’s a big thing, to change your
marketing at the last minute. They are also
a husband and wife working together,
so we had them come back to talk about
that as well.”

B

eyond her informative podcasts,
another reason Merra Lee stands
out among her peers is her ongoing commitment to expanding
her network of professionals and
resources, to better serve her clients. Merra
Lee took the initiative to formulate dozens
of new professional relationships with
insurance providers over the past year, to
expand her ability to provide the most
suitable strategies for her clients.
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Merra Lee’s office is located at 30 Commerce Drive,
Wyomissing, PA 19610.

“I can now offer more options, more
competitive pricing and a wider variety of
choices for life insurance and long-term
care, as well as health or disability
annuities,” Merra Lee explains. “I have an
additional pool of professionals that I can
draw on to add to what I already know, to
come up with multiple ways to manage
problems. For example, if you don’t qualify for long-term care because of some
health issues or age issues, we’ve added
short-term care, which is a little easier to
get through.”

Merra Lee believes that financial planning is about a person’s values, not just
their money. Her focus is on pursuing
growth while managing risk and seeking
to maximize your purchasing power,
not simply the principal. She feels it is
important to develop the appropriate
retirement plan for each client’s situation
using techniques to manage taxes, access
to money, market volatility, and adverse
possibilities.
Merra Lee specializes in growth strategies for businesses. “We’re in a little different business environment today than we
were in last year,” she said. “We’re in that
part of the economy now where you can
really grow. A lot of my clients are trying to
hire more people than they were a year ago.

(Continued on page 8)
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Now that the unemployment rate is
lower, they need to think about what are
some of the benefits that they can offer to
attract people to work for them, that
don’t cost a lot? How can they offer health
insurance or a retirement plan that doesn’t
cost a lot?”

When asked what drives her to help
small business owners, Merra Lee shared,
“Our community’s small business owners
work long hours, strive for their families
and fight for the well-being of their
employees. They deserve our vigilant
respect and support for providing our
community with jobs and their dedication
to their customers.”
As an Accredited Investment Fiduciary,
Merra Lee has a thorough understanding
of fiduciary responsibilities. She is able to
implement a prudent process into her own
investment practices as well as being able
to assist others in implementing proper
policies and procedures.
“When you have a 401k plan for your
company, you want to work with someone
who is allowed to be an investment fiduciary, because it can help mitigate risk for the
business owner,” Moffitt said. “If something goes wrong in your plan and people
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lose money in their 401k, they look to see
who they can blame. Without a investment
fiduciary on your plan, the business owner
is sometimes out there on their own.”

Merra Lee is active in several chambers
of commerce, and she supports the efforts
of Greater Reading Economic Partnership
(GREP) and regional business organizations to bring jobs and economic activity
to Berks County. “Those things help
accelerate the money throughout the
community,” she said. “It helps to improve
the prosperity of the whole community.
Since my clients are business owners, I’m
helping them to get more business and
keep their employees working.”

Merra Lee makes it a point to surround
herself with business owners who give of
themselves beyond their businesses by
giving of their time to charities and
nonprofits. Merra Lee, herself, has been
part of many charitable opportunities, and
she understands the challenges individuals, families and business owners face.
“Financial planning is a living document
and a living process,” she explains. “Every
two or three years, something changes.

(Continued on page 10)
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And even after you are retired, your spending ideas change. When formulating a
financial plan, you have to look at all of the
resources that exist now, and you have to
look at when and how people are
planning to spend their golden years, and
what things they want to do, so you can
strive to position yourself so that the
money builds up to make those things
happen,” Merra Lee said.

Merra Lee has been married for over 25
years to husband Patrick, web manager of
the American Institute for Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriters. Having
put two sons, Lyle and Alex, through college, makes college planning innately part of
her specialty. Merra Lee loves to travel, and
has visited over 35 countries so far, including
a recent Viking River Cruise in Europe to
celebrate her 25th wedding anniversary.

Business owners and individuals can use
Merra Lee’s knowledge to help address
business and personal financial challenges
and work toward identifying strategies.
Her practice focuses on: Financial Planning;
Personal and Business Retirement
Planning; Wealth Management; College
Planning Choices; Tax Reduction Planning;
Retirement Income Strategies; Insurance
Strategies; and Estate Planning.

Merra Lee’s primary goal truly is to help
the business owner succeed. Period. “If
you’re going to be in business the next year
and the year after, somewhere in there,
something’s going to go wrong and you’re
going to need to scramble and have access
to money at a time when the banks are not
going to give you any, so let’s build a future
where you can have the stability to keep
going,” she said.

For more information, please contact: Good Life Financial Group,

Phone 610.628.2055; Email: MerraLee.Moffitt@LPL.com;

Website:

www.merralee.net

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Good Life Advisors, LLC, a registered investment advisor.
Good Life Advisors, LLC and Good Life Financial Group are separate entities from LPL Financial. The LPL Financial Registered Representative
associated with this site may only discuss and/or transact securities business with residents of AL, CA, CO, DE, MD, NM, OR, PA, RI, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI.
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